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Training
Opportunities:

* February 5—ICS Forms
Review

* February 28—NWS
Weather Spotter Training

* March 6—G557: Rapid
Needs Assessment

* March 12-14-ICS 300

* March 13—WebEOC
Training

* March 14-15—ICS 400

* March 19-21—Finance &
Administration Section
Chief

Information for registering
for any of the above courses
can be obtained on our
website at
butlercountyohio.otg/ema

Butler County EMA
315 High Street, Suite 670
Hamilton, Ohio 45011
Office (24 Hr) - (513) 785-5810
EMA Hotline - (513) 785-5800

Butler County EMA

Mission Statement

Coordinating people and
resources to protect the lives
and property within Butler
County by working together to
achieve one goal for
Mitigation, Preparedness,
Response, and Recovery for
Disasters and Emergencies

MiAMI UNIVERSITY
PURSUES STORMREADY CERTIFICATION

Miami University is joining But-
ler County and several other
communities in Southwest Ohio
in becoming StormReady certi-
fied. The National Weather Ser-
vice’s StormReady Certification
is voluntary program which
focuses on preparing a commu-
nity or organization for severe
weather.

According to the National
Weather Service’s StormReady
Website, “StormReady commu-
nities, counties, Indian nations,
universities and colleges, mili-
tary bases, government sites,
commercial enterprises and
other groups are better pre-
pared to save lives from the
onslaught of severe weather
through advanced planning,
education and awareness. No
community is storm proof, but
StormReady can help communi-
ties save lives.”

The website goes on to further
describe the program, stating
that “StormReady uses a grass-
roots approach to help commu-
nities develop plans to handle
all types of severe weather—
from tornadoes to tsunamis.
The program encourages com-
munities to take a new, proac-
tive approach to improving local
hazardous weather operations
by providing emergency manag-
ers with clear-cut guidelines on
how to improve their hazardous
weather operations.”

Miami University reached out to
the Butler County Emergency
Management Agency and the
Ohio Emergency Management
Agency to assist in the process
of becoming StormReady. But-
ler County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Planning & Opera-
tions Manager Jim Bolen stat-
ed, “We were very excited when

Miami University is currently pursuing StormReady Certification
through the National Weather Service. The StormReady Certifica-
tion is a national community preparedness program in the United
States that encourages government entities and commercial gath-

ering sites to prepare for severe storms. The program, sponsored by
the United States National Weather Service, issues recognition to
communities and sites across the country that demonstrate severe
weather readiness. The program is voluntary, and provides commu-
nities with clear-cut advice from a partnership with the local Nation-
al Weather Service Office, state and local emergency managers,
and the media.

Miami University reached out to
our agency for assistance in
this process. Our agency has
long enjoyed a great partner-
ship with Miami University and
this project offered us another
opportunity to collaborate to
make our community safer.”

Phil Johnson, Associate Director
of Athletic Events and Guest
Services for Miami University,
spoke of the value of the Storm-
Ready certification. Mr. John-
son stated, “In an effort to im-
prove our severe weather pre-
paredness and emergency ac-
tion plans we wanted to first
coordinate our communication
internally and externally. By
pursuing the NWS Storm Ready
certification for Miami Universi-

ty, we are able to align our
weather communication with
the NWS field office in Wilming-
ton, Butler County EMA and
Miami University Police Depart-
ment. Much of the communica-
tion is already in place so it is
also an opportunity to recognize
our university for its existing
severe weather protocols. But-
ler County EMA has been guid-
ing us through the application
process and sharing many re-
sources that will add to our
program. We look forward to
meeting the NWS and advisory
board on February 25th for
their site verification visit as we
also host a Spotter Training
course that evening on cam-
pus.” Continued on Page 2
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MIAMI UNIVERSITY PURSUES STORMREADY
CERTIFICATION (CONTINUED)

Phil Clayton, Southwest Re-
gional Supervisor for the Ohio
Emergency Management
Agency praised Miami Univer-
sity’s work in seeking Storm-
Ready Certification. Mr. Clay-
ton stated, “t was a pleasure
to partner with Miami Univer-
sity staff in harmony with the
Butler County EMA to see this
project through. Having the
opportunity to have this level
of planning engagement with

institutions of higher educa-
tion across the region pro-
grammatically drives home
our message in building resili-
ent weather ready communi-
ties”m For more information,
contact EMA Planning & Oper-
ations Manager Jim Bolen at
BolenJA
@ButlerCountyOhio.org or visit
the National Weather Ser-
vice’s NWS SKYWARN website
at https://www.weather.gov/
skywarn/

[(

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Be Prepared!

Go to: www.stormready.noaa.gov

ormReady
University

or contact your local Emergency Management Office

S| Miami University will be-
come only the 255th col-
lege or university in the
nation to achieve Storm-
Ready Certification.

Miami University joins The
Ohio State University,
Sinclair Community Col-
lege , University of Akron
and Wright State Universi-
ty as the only colleges and
universities in Ohio to

) achieve this honor.

HAMILTON COUNTY EMA RELEASES SOUTHWEST OHIO
TRAINING BULLETIN

1CS 300 and ICS 400 back to back March 12-15.
rses. (Registration for each course must

Course Host

Hamilton County EMA has
released a new training bulle-
tin which provides information
on trainings being hosted in
Southwest Ohio.

The Southwest Ohio Regional
Training Bulleting will be re-
leased bi-weekily.

Matthew Moynihan, Hamilton
County EMA’s new Training &
Exercise Specialist, is respon-
sible for developing and dis-

tributing the Southwest Ohio
Regional Training Bulleting.

Mr. Moynihan has asked that
anyone with questions to con-
tact him directly by email at
Matthew.Moynihan@Hamilton
-co.org or by phone at (513)
263-8205.

Mr. Moynihan is also in the
process of developing the
distribution list for the South-
west Ohio Regional Training
Bulletin. Those interested in

receiving the bulletin should
subscribe at Hamilton County
EMA website at http://
www.hamiltoncountyohioema.
org/available-training/.

m For more information, go to
http://
www.hamiltoncountyohioema.
org/ or contact Matthew
Moynihan by email at Mat-
thew.Moynihan@Hamilton-
co.org or by phone at (513)
263-8205.

2019 STATE HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT — PROVISIONAL
GRANT GUIDANCE RELEASED

Butler County EMA, in con-
junction with Ohio EMA
Grants Branch, will issue the
Provisional Guidance for the
FY2019 SHGP on February
1st. This Provisional Guid-
ance is a change from previ-
ous grant cycles in that the
application timeline has been
moved forward to allow the
eight Homeland Security Re-
gions within the state an earli-
er start. This affords the re-
gions the opportunity to pro-
vide more input into grant
priorities.

Additionally, BCEMA will also
be handling the collection of
regional projects and submis-
sion of project requests to the
State.

Applications are due to But-
ler Co EMA by February 28th
via email. Submitted applica-
tions will compete with appli-
cations from other southwest
Ohio counties. These projects
must be regional in nature
and are required to demon-
strate a terrorism nexus. The
BCEMA Grants Branch is
available if you have ques-
tions. Please contact Special-
ist Greg Brooks by email a
BrooksGA@butlercountyohio.
org.

If you have not received the
guidance and application
please contact BCEMA.m

For more information on this
program, go to http://
butlercountyohio.org/ema

Homeland Security Planning Regions
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