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Alternative Recommendations for Managing Isolated Sightings of Bed Bugs in 
Schools 

 
Note:  If a school is appropriately using Integrated Pest Management, chemical 

treatments may not be necessary for all individual sightings of bed bugs. 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Prior to the sighting, Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is practiced to ensure that school 
and other environments are maintained in a manner which minimizes and controls infestation 

of pests.  Visual assessments are conducted to verify that no infestation is present. 

A Bed Bug is Found 
Isolate or manage the bug.  Use vacuum/powder, steam, zip lock bag, tape, or 

other “school approved” technique to kill or isolate the bug.  Do not use 
chemicals unless they have been approved by your administration. 

Discreetly manage the 
student 

Consider inspecting the 
clothing, belongings and 
personal items.  Consider 

washing and drying 
items on the high heat 

setting. 

Visually Assess the 
Classroom 

Conduct a visual 
inspection of the 

classroom to verify that 
no other adult bugs or 

nymphs are observed in 
order to confirm that 

there continues to be no 
other sign of infestation. 

Education 
Consider if there is a 

need to provide 
notification or education 
to parents, students, staff, 

or volunteers. 

Continue Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to ensure that the environment is 
maintained in a manner which minimizes and controls infestation of pests.  Visual 

assessments are conducted to verify that no infestation is present. 

Additional Information 
• Bed Bugs, OSU Extension Fact 

Sheet.  http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-
fact/2000/2105.html 

• Ohio Department of Health’s Bed 
Bug web page.  
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhProgra
ms/dis/zoonoses/vbdp/bedbug.aspx 

Bed Bug Facts 
• Bed bugs prefer an environment that 

is close to where people sleep. 
• Bed bugs are hitch hikers.  They 

look for hiding spots between 
feedings and are unintentionally 
carried to a new location. 

• Bed bug bites look very similar to 
mosquito bites and they itch. 


